Bringing Your Friends to Jesus
Luke 5:17-26
Introduction: A little girl was being picked on unmercifully by her older brothers one day. She got to the place where she couldn’t take it anymore and went in the house crying to her mother. As her mother began to console her, her mother gave her one of the warm, freshly-baked chocolate chip cookies that had just been taken out of the oven. 
“I am giving you this on one condition,” said the mother. “You can't tell your brothers because I haven’t baked enough for everyone yet.” “Okay,” said the girl as she went out the door. But the good news was too much for her to contain. As she went around the corner of the house, she was heard to exclaim, “I’ve gots cookies! I’ve gots cookies!”

We have all received some good news at one time or the other. A new addition to the family, an unexpected check in the mail, a good report from the doctor…most of us can’t wait to get on the phone to call someone and share the excitement. Why then do we clam up when it comes to the greatest news of all – Jesus saves? Most Christians will go their entire life and keep the best new of all entirely to themselves.

This is why I want to encourage you to be like these four men in this story. They knew their friend probably would have never meet Jesus if they had not been intentional in getting Him there. And some of you have people in your life that will never come to Jesus unless you are intentional about bringing them to him. Today in this message, We are going to look at three essentials to bringing people to Jesus…

I. BEGIN WITH A BURDEN (v. 18 ) 

a. Understanding their standing before God – Helpless, hopeless and lost 
i. The negative implications of being lost – Christless eternity for unbelievers

1. Spiritually dead (Eph 2:1)
2. Enemies of God (Romans 5:10)
3. Blind (2 Cor. 4:4)
4. Children of wrath - Hell bound (John 3:36)
ii. The positive implications of being lost – God gave his Son to save!

1. Parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:4-7)
2. Parable of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10)
3. Whenever something valuable is lost, we expend every effort to find it. God gave his Son to die on the cross so we could be found.

iii. Illus. One man came out of his house on his way to church on Sunday morning, just as his neighbor came out of his with his golf clubs. The golfer said, "Henry, come play golf with me today." Henry, with an expression of horror on his face, replied, "This is the Lord's day, and I go to church. Certainly I would not play golf with you." After a moment's silence, the golfer quietly said, "You know, Henry, I have often wondered about your church, and I have admired your fidelity. You know also that this is the seventh time I have invited you to play golf with me, and you have never invited me to go to church with you."
b. Listen to the burden that Paul had for his Jewish brothers: "I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh." Rom 9:1-3)

c. The church has a burden for so many other things these days, politics, environmentalism, and curing cancer, but we have no burden for souls. 
d. Illus. “Some wish to live within the sound of a church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of Hell!” – C.T. Studd
II. BREAK DOWN EVERY BARRIER (v. 19) 
a. Time and inconvenience are never an issue – The crowd

b. No barrier is too big – Neither the crowd nor the roof stood in their way
c. No cost is ever too great – Fixing the roof ( A risk must me taken 
d. Illus. Back in 2004,  A 60-year-old woman jumped on the back of a four-meter long crocodile as it dragged a man from his tent near a beach in far north Queensland. The crocodile let go of the man but then turned on the woman, pulling her towards the water before another person shot the killer reptile. If it wasn't for her courage and efforts to rescue this man, he may not have survived. 
e. What are you willing to risk to save those who are in danger of spending eternity with out Jesus?
f. "And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh." (Jude 1:22-23)
III. BELIEVE GOD FOR BIG ANSWERS (vv. 20, 24-25)

a. When Jesus saw their faith (For the benefit of the four friends) (v. 20)
b. Your sins are forgiven you (For the benefit of the man)(v. 20)
c. Take up your bed and walk (For the benefit of the unbelievers) (vv. 24-25)
Closing: The story is told of a young man who applied for a job as an usher at a theater in the mall. As the manager was interviewing him, he asked, "What would you do in case a fire breaks out?" The young man answered, "Don't worry about me. I'd get out okay." What the young man failed to realize was that as an usher, it isn't enough just to get out yourself; you are responsible for helping others get out. 
Have you realized that it is not enough that you are saved from a Christless eternity, but that you are responsible for helping others escape the awful fate that awaits them if they don’t know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord?
APPLICATION…

Believers

· How desperate are you to get your family and friends to Jesus? 

· What detour might you have to overcome to get your family and friends to Jesus?

· List the names the people you know who need Jesus on your prayer card that was in the bulletin. 
· I invite you to come to the altar now and pray that God will use you to get them to Jesus…

Not Yet Unbelievers

· Have I acknowledged my spiritual dilemma to God?

· Have I sought His way of deliverance from my sins?

· Do I know the delight of having my sins forgiven?

